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Statement on the 25th Anniversary of Ukrainian Independence 
August 24, 2016 

Twenty-five years ago today, Ukraine declared its independence from the Soviet Union. 
On behalf of the American people, I'm proud to join the Ukrainian people in marking this 
historic anniversary. As we have been reminded in recent years, Ukraine's path has not always 
been easy. From the hundreds of thousands of Ukrainians who linked arms in a great human 
chain in 1990 to the fallen heroes of the Maidan, realizing the dream of independence has 
called on the solidarity and sacrifice of the Ukrainian people. The people of the United States, 
including proud Ukrainian Americans, have been honored to partner with Ukraine on this 
journey. Today we reaffirm that the United States will continue to stand with the Ukrainian 
people as they protect their sovereignty and territorial integrity, embrace the vision of a strong 
and united Europe, and deepen their commitment to democracy, anticorruption, and respect 
for human rights. I offer my best wishes to all the people of Ukraine. On this occasion, we are 
reminded that even in the most difficult moments, the glory and freedom of Ukraine—and the 
indomitable spirit of the Ukrainian people—lives on. 
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